The Gambler Keyof D

Kenny Rogers
(Intro Finger Picking)
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(Finger Picking)

On a [Plwarm summer's evenin’,  on a [Cltrain bound for [Plnowhere,
| met up with the gambler; we were both too tired to [Alsleep.

So [Plwe took turns a starin’,  out the [Glwindow at the [Pldarkness
'til [Glboredom over [Pliook us, and [Alhe began to [Plspeak.

(Single Strums, ukes and bass)

He said, [P1"Son, I've made a [Pliife, out of [Clreadin' people's [Places,
and [Plknowin' what their [Plcards were by the [Plway they held their [Aleyes.
And if [Pl you don't mind my [Plsayin’, | can [Glsee you're out of [Places.
For a [Gltaste of your [Plwhiskey, [I'll [Algive you some [Pladvice."

(Begin Strumming on D)

So | [Blhanded him my bottle, and he [Cldrank down my last [Plswallow.

Then he bummed a cigarette and asked me for a [Allight.

And the [Plnight got deathly quiet, and his [Clface lost all exIPlpression.

Said, "If you're [Clgonna play the [Plgame, boy, ya gotta [Allearn to play it [Plright.

You got to [Plknow when to hold 'em, [Glknow when to [Plold 'em,

[G] know when to [Plwalk away and know when to [Alrun.

You never [Plcount [Glyour [Plmoney, when you're [Clsittin' at the [Pltable.
There'll be [Gltime enough for [Plcountin’, [Alwhen the dealin's [Pldone.

[DIEv'ry gambler knows, that the [Clsecret to surv[Plivin'
is knowin' what to throw away, and knowing what to [Alkeep.

'Cause [Plev'ry hand's a winner, and [Clev'ry hand's a [Plioser,
and the [Clpest that you can [Plhope for, is to [Aldie in your [Plsleep."

And [Plwhen he'd finished speakin', he [Clturned back towards the [Plwindow,
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crushed out his cigarette and faded off to [Alsleep.
And [D(Hold)lsomewhere in the darkness,  the [G(Hold)lgambler, he broke

But [G(Hold)lin his final [P(Hold)lwords, | found an [A(Hold)lgce that | could

(Resume strumming on D)

You got to [Plknow when to hold 'em, [Glknow when to [Plfold 'em,
[Glknow when to [Plwalk away and know when to [Alrun.

You never [Plcount [Glyour [Plmoney, when you're [Clsittin' at the [Pltable.
There'll be [Gltime enough for [Plcountin’, [Alwhen the dealin's [Pldone.

(Acapella - w/hand claps or uke taps)

You got to know Xlwhen to hold 'em,[XI  know [Xlwhen to fold 'em,[X]
know Xlwhen to walk alXlway and know Xlwhen to run. [X]

You never count Xlyour money,[XI  when you're sittin' [Xlat the table.[X
There'll be time Xlenough for countin’,[XI  when the [Xldealin's done.

(Strumming)

You got to [Plknow when to hold 'em, [Glknow when to [Plfold 'em,

[Glknow when to [Plwalk away and know when to [Alrun.

You never [Plcount [Clyour [Plmoney, when you're [Clsittin' at the [Pltable.
There'll be [Gltime enough for [Plcountin’, [Alwhen the dealin's [P(Hold)] done.

Page 2



